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Credit Guidance: student activity data guidance for colleges 2015-16
Eligibility for credit funding for colleges
1.

SFC provides grants to colleges who undertake to deliver a specified volume of
activity measured in credits (1 credit is equivalent to 40 hours of learning). This
guidance sets out our core principles for eligibility for credit funding and the
programmes and students eligible for credit funding.

Level of college engagement with students
2.

SFC provides funding to help improve the employment prospects and/or personal
progression of students. Students should only be enrolled on programmes which
are suitable for their needs and abilities and all programmes should make an
appropriate addition to the students’ on-going development. Funding is provided
for Scottish or European Union students (but not students from the rest of the UK
unless they are commuting) and asylum seekers who have been properly enrolled
with the college, whose learning is being supported by the college and whose
individual educational requirements are being met by the college. There should,
therefore, be a proper level of engagement with the student which is pro-active,
managed by the college and relates to the funding implicitly being claimed in
respect of that student from SFC.

3.

The flowchart over the page sets out the eligibility criteria to determine whether
credits can be claimed for a student and/or programme of study.

Programmes fully funded from non-SFC sources
4.

Where students or their employer are charged a fee for the full cost of their
programme of study, the students are regarded as non-fundable and credits
should not be claimed. For the avoidance of doubt, this remains the case where
the course is a collaborative programme (for example with a commercial partner)
regardless of whether the college or the collaborative partner received the fee.

Student funded from multiple sources
5.

There will be occasions where colleges receive funding for students from SFC
and/or other bodies that, put together, fully fund the cost of delivering the
programme of study. For example, SFC and/or Skills Development Scotland,
employers, other industry bodies, etc. Colleges should ensure the totality of
funding they receive for these programmes from the multiple sources is
reasonable and justifiable within the audit process.
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*The required date is 1st November for full-time programmes starting at the
summer term. For other programmes the date will be the day on which 25% of the
total calendar days between the course start and end have passed.
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Assessing how many credits can be claimed for SFC funded programmes
7.

Where SFC is the sole source of funding (excluding tuition fees), the credits to be
claimed will be equal to the number of planned Scottish Qualification Authority
(or other awarding body) credits to be delivered, except for students enrolled on
programmes designed for students with educational support needs. For example,
a Higher National Certificate (HNC) is worth 12 credits (over one year) and a
Higher National Diploma (HND) is worth 30 credits (over two years). A National
Certificate (NC) is typically worth 12 credits but colleges often choose to deliver
additional units on these programmes.

8.

In cases where colleges enrol students on programmes that lead to multiple
awards, the SFC credits claimed should be based on the planned learning hours
and the claim reduced to take account of teaching overlap across the awards.

9.

In cases where the units delivered do not have a credit value, the fundable credits
should be derived on the basis of the planned learning hours divided by 40
(1 credit = 40 hours of learning).

10. Credit claims for students enrolled on programmes designed for students with
educational support needs (group 18) should always be calculated on the basis of
planned learning hours divided by 40, irrespective of whether the units delivered
have a credit value or not.
11. For programmes containing a mix of credits and other activity, the credit claim
should be based on the total credits plus the planned learning hours divided by 40
(1 credit = 40 learning hours) for the non-credited units.
12. Planned learning hours should represent a realistic and sensible estimation of the
number of hours that students will normally be required to undertake in their
programme of learning. Examples of what may be counted as planned learning
hours include:
• Class contact time
• Supported study time
• Supported learning (online learning, blended learning, e-assessment and open
learning)
• Tutorial time
• Any additional time which the college requires for delivering the course and/or
supporting the student (e.g. assessment time)
13. For work experience that is not credited, colleges can claim 1 credit for every
80 hours of work experience.
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14. For programmes of study where SFC is not the sole source of funding, the credits
to be claimed should be calculated as above but then reduced to take account of
the non-SFC income. Total funding (from all sources) received for such
programmes should be reasonable and justifiable within the audit process.
Price groups
15. SFC recognises that some subject areas are more expensive to deliver than
others. For example, an engineering course may cost more to deliver than a
business course as it requires specialist equipment and can only be safely
delivered to small classes because of health and safety considerations.
16. For this reason SFC has worked with the sector to categorise all programmes
across five individual price groups, based on the course subject classification
(superclass). The price for each price group is shown below:

17. A mapping from superclass subject areas to price group is provided as Annex A.
The mapping is based on the superclass coding for the course which should best
describe the academic subject area.
18. Table A below provides three examples of the price group profile for ‘Region A’
that has been targeted to deliver 100,000 credits. The credits for each price group
multiplied by the price of that group derives the total credit funding.

19. To aid planning, SFC will pay the same average price per credit for a period of
three years. Colleges will be able to negotiate a change to that price over that
period if the price group profile changes substantially. Colleges will still be
required to maintain Personal Learning and Support Plans for students within
price group 5 or students in receipt of Extended Learning Support and further
guidance will be issued with the Credit Audit Guidance.
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Credits per student and college level monitoring
20. Students are able to achieve full-time further education (FE) or higher education
(HE) qualifications, such as an NC or HNC, by completing 12 credits. However, a
student’s employment prospects are often improved if they complete additional
units that better prepare them for the workplace.
21. SFC will not cap the number of credits that can be claimed for an individual
student in a single year but colleges must give due consideration to the needs of
all prospective students across the region. It is not acceptable to deliver extended
programmes (beyond full-time) to particular groups of students if the result is
that the college is then unable to meet demand from other priority groups.
22. SFC will monitor the total number of credits delivered to individual students
across all programmes on which they are enrolled. Any activity delivered beyond
18 credits to an FE student or 15 credits to an HE student will be counted towards
a college total and will be reported to the respective Outcome Agreement
Manager. Colleges must be able to justify claims for these credits, whether they
are delivered over single or multiple programmes of study, as part of the audit
process.
Definition of full-time
23. Any student who undertakes 15 credits or more, on a single programme of study,
in a single academic year (including spanning courses) should be considered
full-time. In addition, HNC students undertaking 12 credits, on a single
programme, in a single academic year should also be considered full-time.
Fee waivers and tuition fees
24. Although SFC will not cap the number of credits that can be claimed for an
individual, each student will only be eligible to have the equivalent of one
full-time fee waiver per year irrespective of whether the tuition fee is payable by
SFC, the Student Awards Agency for Scotland or another government body.
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