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Executive Summary
• There were 296,695 students in higher education in Scotland in 2017-18, the
highest number on record. This is an increase of 4,075 (+1.4%) from 2016-17,
primarily as a result of an increase in students at higher education institutions
(HEIs). The largest increase of students was at First Degree level.
• In 2017-18, HE entrants at colleges accounted for 26.3% of all HE entrants in
Scotland.
• In 2017-18, females made up 57.4% of the total number of HE students. This
proportion has been increasing since 2010-11. At HEIs, females account for 58.6%
of students whilst at colleges females account for 51.3% of students.
• In 2017-18, there were 104,520 new entrants to HEIs Institutions, an increase of
3,225 (+3.2%) since 2016-17. Meanwhile, there were 37,300 new entrants to
colleges, a reduction of 1,195 (-3.1%) since 2016-17.
• The number of Scottish domiciled entrants increased by 0.7% between 2016-17
and 2017-18. In the same time period, the number of Scottish domiciled
postgraduate entrants increased by 7%, whilst the number of Scottish domiciled
first degree entrants increased by 4.4% and Scottish domiciled sub-degree
entrants reduced by 4.0%.
• There were 104,160 higher education qualifiers from Scottish institutions in
2017-18, which is the highest level over the last ten years. There was an increase
of 2,405 (+2.4%) qualifiers between 2016-17 and 2017-18.
• Of all qualifiers, 66.6% achieved graduate level qualifications (first degree level or
above) in 2017-18.

